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for determination. Unfortunately these lapses occur in regard to points 
which are neither trivial nor irrelevant. 

A word may be said of the sources from which the author derives his 
information. They are, with few exceptions, highly respectable and 
well seasoned. And this is well, for they are made to do valiant ser- 
vice. A preference is shown for general manuals and secondary 
authorities as over against more detailed researches. The extended 
and frequent use made of this type of authority prevents the study 
from rising to the dignity of a scientific research. 

Dr. Bizzell's work can hardly have been designed to serve the aca- 
demic world. It is aimed rather to meet the needs of the reader whose 
study of our constitutional and political history has not been intensive. 
For such a reader it will prove a useful isolation of material. His mind 
will be refreshed by its familiar truths, while ordinary alertness will pro- 
tect him from its more palpable errors. 

Robert E. Cushman. 
Columbia University. 

The Department of State of the United States. By Gaillard 
Hunt. New Haven, Yale University Press, 1914. — viii, 459 pp. 

By reason of his long service in the Bureau of Citizenship and his 
intimate knowledge of the records and archives of the United States, 
Mr. Hunt is peculiarly qualified to write a treatise on the Department 
of State , and students of government will welcome this volume from his 
pen. As he informs us, he has set before himself the task of relating 
the history and describing the functions of the Department as an admin- 
istrative machine. He makes no excursions into diplomacy and delib- 
erately avoids the invitation to humanize his volume by commentaries 
on the lives and work of even a few of the forceful and picturesque 
gentlemen who have occupied the high office of secretary of state. 

About one-fourth of the volume is devoted to an account of the 
origin of the Department — the old Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
establishment of the Department of Foreign Affairs, and the creation 
of the Department of State. Then follows a record of the functions 
which were formerly vested in the Department, but have now passed 
out of its jurisdiction, such as the granting of patents and the publica- 
tion of the census returns. The occasional duties of the Department — 
for instance , services as the official medium in the matter of international 
exhibitions — are summarily treated, and the remainder of the book is 
devoted to organization and departmental functions and rules. The 
regular duties of the Department — the custody of the seal, publication 
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of the laws, preservation of certain records and documents, supervision 
of the consular and diplomatic service, issuance of passports, negotiation 
of treaties, and several minor functions — are described in considerable 
detail in about two hundred pages. 

The materials used in the preparation of the volume are chiefly 
statutes, orders, official letters and public documents ; and the value of 
the work is greatly enhanced by the large number of illustrative papers 
published in full. 

Although the student of the history of American government will find 
the volume highly informing, one looking for a minute account of the 
present administration, systematically presented, will be somewhat dis- 
appointed. Mr Hunt's interests are clearly those of the historian 
rather than of the student of administrative law. In fact, the mere 
organization of the Department of State as it stands today is dismissed 
in four pages (244—247), while the story of the mechanical device for 
affixing the great seal of the United States occupies eight pages (249- 
256). 

Although grateful for what we have received , we cannot help wishing 
that Mr. Hunt had described for us the secretary of state as a great 
departmental, diplomatic and political officer of the government of the 
United States. There is yet room for a book on the Department of 
State viewed from the political angle, and for still another book on the 
administrative law of the Department. 

Charles A. Beard. 

The Britannic Question. By Richard Jebb. New York 
Bombay and Calcutta, Longmans, Green and Company, 19 13. — 
262 pp. 

The indifference and apathy respecting things imperial which used 
to characterize political thought both in Britain and the colonies has 
been dissipated by the growth of the new imperialism of the last gener- 
ation. Today the permanence of the imperial relation is everywhere 
taken for granted. The present structure of the empire, however, is 
anomalous, appears to be transitional, and has evoked much effective 
criticism. Imperialists, in general, favor and look for reform, but they 
are by no means agreed upon the principles which it ought to follow. 
The " Britannic Question " may be defined as the problem of the re- 
organization of the British empire. The present study by Mr. Jebb 
discusses with much knowledge and penetration the two most impor- 
tant plans of reform which a half century of intellectual effort has brought 
forth : Imperial Federation and Britannic Alliance. 



